METHODS
PM collection and composition. PM were sampled at two monitoring stations in Mexicali, Mexico using High Volume samplers (Tisch TE607OV, Roswell, GA) and modified nitrocellulose membranes (Sartorius 11302-131, Satelite, EdeM, Mexico) during 24 h periods on alternate days at least twice a week from October 2005 to March 2006. PM samples were mechanically recovered from the membranes and pooled by month, site and particle size and analyzed for elemental composition by particle induced X-ray emission (Table 1) . Using a Malvern Zetasizer (Malvern, UK), the mean diameter of the UPM 10 particles was determined to be 1.6 microns.
Plasmid construction. Lentiviral transfer plasmids for human IL-8 wild-type (IL-8wt) and NF-κB-site mutant (IL-8m -NF-κB) luciferase reporters, as well as the NF-κB tandem repeat (NF-κBtr) luciferase reporter have been previously described (Tal et al. 2010) 
RT-PCR. Relative gene expression in HAEC and BEAS-2B cells was quantified using RT-PCR.
Total RNA was isolated using a kit (Qiagen, Valencia, CA) and cDNA was generated using a reverse transcription kit (Applied Biosystems, Foster City, CA). Oligonucleotide primer pairs and dual-labeled fluorescent probes (Table 1) 
